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U.S. Senators Evan Bayh (D-IN) and Barack Obama (D-IL) introduced the Responsible Fatherhood and Healthy Families Act of 2006 (S. 3607) on June 29, 2007. According to comments made by Senator Obama upon introducing the bill, it will “provide support for fathers who are trying to do the right thing in making child support payments by providing them with job training and job opportunities and expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit. It also stops penalizing marriage in the tax code, and makes sure that children and families, not the government, receive every penny of child support." The bill would:

1. Increase federal funding for responsible fatherhood programs from $50 million to $100 million per year. 

2. Eliminate separate work participation rates for two-parent families. 

3. Ban the recovery of birth costs for Medicare recipients. 

4. Require that the full amount of child support paid on behalf of children receiving TANF be paid by the state to the family. 

5. Prohibit states from conditioning eligibility for TANF benefits on the assignment of child support rights to the state. 

6. Require states to treat child support payments in the same way as earned income in determining the amount disregarded when calculating the amount and type of TANF assistance. 

7. Prohibit states from considering any part of a period of incarceration as voluntary unemployment that would disqualify the parent from obtaining a review and adjustment of the child support obligation. 

8. Temporarily suspend a support obligation, its enforcement and any interest that would accrue during a period of incarceration. Custodial parents would be given notice and opportunity to challenge the suspension. 

9. Award grants to states to: 

a. Establish court- or child support agency-supervised programs of employment for noncustodial parents with barriers to employment (programs are required to offer the services prior to the establishment of a contempt order for child support nonpayment). 

b. Provide transitional jobs, with a required minimum of 20% and maximum of 50% of weekly hours spent in educational or other activities designed to address employment barriers.

10. Increase the Earned Income Tax Credit income eligibility limit for individuals with no qualifying children from $5,280 to $10,712 per year, with cost-of-living adjustments each year. 

The full text of the bill and its status in the Senate is available at http://thomas.loc.gov/.
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