Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #32 Notes:  December 1, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Center for Families and Children
Present:  Chuck Restivo (Career Gear), Rev BA Moore (Passages), Muqit Sabur (CFC), Mike Falatach (CSEA), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Al Grimes (Cuy Cty Fatherhood Initiative), Lorna McLain (Just Like Us), Colleen Cross (Childrens’ Museum), Arnell Hurt (EFS), Laureen Tews (AIDS Funding Collaborative), Teresa Browning (Help Me Grow), Andrew Margon (American Indian Education Center), Ed Magiste (Nueva Luz), Theresa Johnson (I Am A Dream), Christian Tobin (Strong Start), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Frederick Knuckles (University Settlement), Marvin Chappell (OFY), Sharon Arroyo (MDC), Terry Mayo (CFC), James Wingo (Global ECS), Anthony Adkisson (PPGC), John Harvis-Bey (Empowerment Center), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Tim Boehnlein (DVC), Otis Rodgers (Alternaterm), Martha Evans (Alternaterm), Tonya Minich (DCFS), Jacqueline Bradac (DCFS), Raymond James (CSEA), Tammie Greer (CSEA), Kim O’Neal (CSEA), Sharyna Cloud (Adult Parole), Greg Johnson (Urban League), Cynthia Brown (Lexington Bell)
Prayer and Libation: Reverend Moore delivered a prayer and Muqit Sabur delivered a libation to start the meeting.

Welcome:  Muqit Sabur welcomed the group on behalf of the Center for Families and Children 
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Program Announcements: 
· The 7th Annual Giving Tree Celebration, sponsored by I Am A Dream, will be Tuesday December 12, 5:30 - 8:00 pm, 11523 Edgewater Drive.  Call 216.272.2084 for information and directions.  Bring an ornament or artifact to place on the "Giving Tree" for someone you miss or love this holiday season.  A flyer is attached.

· Just Like Us Enrichment is donating 800 gifts to children in their child care centers and needs your help wrapping and delivering gifts.  Gifts will be available for wrapping after Dec 13.  Volunteers will be needed to deliver gifts in Lorain County on Dec 18 & 19; gift delivery in Cuyahoga and Summit Counties will be Dec 21 & 22.  Call Lorna McClain to volunteer at 216.283.5006; justlikeus-eli@sbcglobal.net .  If you don't have time to help, please think about donating wrapping paper

· The Empowerment Center of Greater Cleveland invites individuals living on low incomes and members of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative concerned with these individuals to their Membership Council meeting on Thursday December 14, 11:00 am to 1:30 pm, at Trinity Cathedral, 2230 Euclid Ave.  Lunch will be provided.  A flyer is attached with additional information.  

· Career Gear Holiday Sale at Madison Avenue Clothiers, 9808 Madison Ave, 216.426.0265.  New and Gently Worn mens clothing available.  Mention that you are a member of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative to receive special offers.

· The Strong Start for Cuyahoga's Families program will begin providing programming and services on January 8, 2007.  The program will serve unwed expectant and new parents in Cleveland. Radio PSA's will begin soon and brochures will be available as well.  Call Christian Tobin for more information, 216.698.2371
· Tim Boehnlein announced that the Domestic Violence Center was hosting an open house that afternoon to mark the official opening of its Safe and Sound Supervised Visitation Center

· Save the Date: The DCFS Fatherhood Fair will be Thursday February 22, 4 - 7 pm at LaSagrada Familia Catholic Church, 7719 Detroit Ave, Cleveland
· Tammi Greer introduced her colleague Raymond James who is a CSEA liaison to the Building Hope program.  Building Hope is a transitional jobs program for custodial parents, noncustodial parents or caretakers.  There is no CSEA enforcement during program involvement and Raymond helps participants manage their child support cases.
PATTHS for Dads Update:  Anthony Adkisson gave a recap of the Part 1 of the PATTHS professional training which trains practitioners to empower fathers with the knowledge and tools to talk with their children about sexual health.  Part 2 of the training will be Friday January 26 at Berea Children’s Home and Family Services, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  The training is free, included continental breakfast, lunch and 3.75 CEUs.  Contact Steve Killpack to register, communityendeavors@earthlink.net .
A series of PATTHS workshops for fathers at community locations will begin soon.  The first session is on Tuesday evenings in December at University Settlement.  Fred Knuckles is coordinating that with Anthony.  Anthony asked for volunteers to host sessions in January, February and March.  A number of people volunteer and Anthony will follow-up.

AIDS Funding Collaborative:  Laureen Tews provided an overview of funding provided by the AIDS Funding Collaborative:  Discretionary grants are made to individuals and agencies for 1 time needs of up to $5000; Targeted grantmaking is done for special issues, i.e. Seniors; an RFP was released December 4 for agencies with current HIV programs; Trainings will be provided for Re-entry practitioners and programs to build their capacity to address HIV and AIDS.  Laureen also mentioned that the CDC is now recommending testing for all citizens, ages 13-64.  Protocols will be introduced in 2007.  This will be an opt-out test, meaning it will be done for all unless the individual declines.  Laureen can be reached at 216.781.2944 x 413 or ltews@communitysolutions.com
Better Together Curriculum:  Muqit Sabur provided an overview of the content, tools and teaching styles used in the Better Together program which will be the core of the Strong Start program.  
The tone is set for each session by starting with a family style meal and discussion about the previous week.  Modeling by the pair of facilitators (who could be married or unmarried) and Role Playing are used throughout the sessions.  The focus is on gaining tools to build a strong family.  Family of Origin issues surface for many and are extremely powerful and often emotional.  It is important that these issues be addressed to allow individuals to approach their new family in a healthy manner.  Muqit also believes it is critical to help fathers deal with their own individual issues first before they can be put in a family successfully.  The curriculum also deals with problem-solving, communication and discipline.  The disciplinary approach is modeling, problem-solving and healthy communication.  Muqit also commented that all curricula are only as good as the facilitators.  

For more information on the Better Together curriculum, contact Muqit at 216.432.7200 x 403 or msabur@c4fc.org
Ohio Fatherhood Commission and Fatherhood Transition Committee: County Commissioner Peter Lawson Jones dropped into the meeting with a surprise exciting announcement.  He has been asked by Governor-elect Ted Strickland to organize and chair a Transition Committee to address fatherhood program, funding and policy issues for the incoming administration.  A central focus of the committee will be to refund and reorganize the Ohio Fatherhood Commission which is still alive by statute but has not been funded or active since 2002.  Commissioner Jones was the author of the original legislation that authorized the creation of the Commission.  
The announcement was met with exuberant applause and emotion.  Some commented that this opportunity felt like “fatherhood policy nirvanna”.  The Healthy Fathering Collaborative, as the strongest community network focused on fatherhood issues in Ohio will play a central role in this new statewide movement.  

Child Support Resolutions work in Fairfield County:  Barb Pensgen reported on an exciting pilot project she is working on with the child support agency in Fairfield County.  Essentially, the program provides intensive case management for men with barriers (employment, education, housing, previous incarceration, etc) who are facing child support orders.  Carri Brown, director of the Child Support agency in Fairfield County and the architect of the program has recommended a series of policy changes to the state Child Support office.  Many expressed hope that these reforms would move forward in the Strickland-Fisher administration.
2007 Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule:  
· Friday February 2

· Friday March 30

· Friday June 1

· Friday August 3

· Friday October 5

· Friday December 7

All meetings will be 9:30 am to 12 noon.  Locations will be announced…

























































