Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #31 Notes:  October 6, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Domestic Violence Center
Present:  Anthony Adkisson (Planned Parenthood), Alisa Smedley (Harvest Consulting), John Harvis-Bey (Empowerment Center), Delphia Clemons (Empowerment Center), Oscar Gumucio (MetroHealth), Max Rodas (Nueva Luz), Luis Vazquez (CC Fatherhood Initiative), Muqit Sabur (FAFT), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Rev BA Moore (Passages), Albert Charles Hardin (the YUP Group), LaToya Hardin (The YUP Group), Annie Lewis Wolfe (Starting Point), Gwendolyn Riase (DEFS), Cheryl Selak (HMG), Aida Idiaquez (DEFS), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Neal Grossman (Fathers and Mothers), Maryann Dybiec (Childrens Rights Council), Al Grimes (CC Fatherhood Initiative), Deborah Benn (DVC), Shirley Finch (Beechbrook), Acquillita Wright (Beechbrook), Seronica Powell (Neighborhood Centers Association), Theresa Johnson (I Am a Dream), Molly Mohan (Community Solutions), Frederick Knuckles (University Settlement), Michael Rush (Options for Families and Youth), Laureen Tews (AIDS Funding Collaborative), Mary Malloy (Parenting in Separate Households), Chuck Restivo (Career Gear), Beverly Davis (KeyBank), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Karen Tatter (Metrohealth), Kim O’Neal (CSEA), Doreen Britt (Beechbrook), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Sora Mendelsohn (Case Nursing), Janet Mimna (Case Nursing), Gordon Martin (Prince of Peace Community Empowerment), Roumel Bernardo (May Dugan), Minister Otis Rodgers (Dad Matters), Tonya Minich (DCFS), Marc Crosby (Just Like Us), James Wingo (Global Resources), Arnell Hurt (DEFS)
Prayer and Libation: Max Rodas delivered a prayer to start the meeting.

Welcome:  Cathy Alexander welcomed the group on behalf of the Domestic Violence Center and commented on the unique and powerful collaboration between fatherhood programs and the DVC in Cuyahoga County.
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
I Raise Mines Program:  Albert Charles Hardin introduced the I Raise Mines program.  The goal of his grass roots program is to get fathers involved with their kids.  His first project is a Fathers’ Recipe Book – He is looking for 50 fathers to submit their recipes for the book which will then encourage fathers to cook with their children.  Contact Albert Hardin at yupyupgroup@yahoo.com
Harvest Consulting and Money Ladies Live:  Alisa Smedley provided a presentation on the services of her consulting agency, Harvest Consulting.  The company specializes in Financial Recovery Education and provides group training for program participants and staff in-service training.  Harvest Consulting is available for short or long term contracts and can tailor their program to work with any target population.  The education is a combination of introspective work and financial management skill training.  Money Ladies Live is an educational program targeting youth ages 5-11 teaching children about saving and good spending practices.  Alisa can be reached at 216.479.3345 or harvestconsulting@emailaccount.com
Planned Parenthood PATTHS for Dads Program:  Anthony Adkisson of Planned Parenthood presented the PATTHS for Dads program, a new program focusing on increasing the capacity of professionals who work with fathers to talk about healthy sexuality with their clients.  The program is funded through federal Title X funds administered by the Center for Community Solutions.  CCS has received funding for a number of programs that will focus on increasing access to reproductive health services for men.  The PATTHS program will offer a training for professionals and 4 series of workshops for fathers.  The final session in each series will be a family health fair.  
An extremely passionate, thoughtful and heartfelt discussion followed about the value and appropriateness of the program.  Members of the collaborative shared their beliefs, speaking from their faith and cultural perspectives.  While consensus was not reached, all views were respected and valued.

Career Gear Nonprofit Enterprise Program:  Chuck Restivo of Career Gear spoke to the group about his agency’s nonprofit enterprise, a profit-making venture which raises revenue for the operating expenses of his agency.  Chuck spoke with inspiration about his agency’s shift toward self-sufficiency.  The Community Endeavors Foundation recently released a funding opportunity for other small community and faith based agencies to develop similar nonprofit enterprises.  For more information, contact Chuck Restivo at 216.939.9330 or careergear@juno.com
Fathers Walk to School Day:  Dr Theresa Mejia-Johnson of I Am a Dream reported on Fathers Walk to School Day, an event sponsored by the agency to promote the involvement of fathers in their children’s schools and education.  The program is a spin-off of the national “Million Fathers March”.  I Am a Dream reached out to 133 school districts, including primary focus CMSD.  Nationally 126 cities participated but Cleveland was the only city that included preschoolers (through CEOGC Head Start). Final counts showed that 2188 fathers participated in 47 schools in Greater Cleveland. 1913 of those fathers were in the Cleveland Municipal School District.  I Am a Dream was praised by all for their efforts and success!

OPNFF Public Policy Agenda: Muqit Sabur of the Ohio Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families introduced the network’s new Public Policy Agenda.  OPNFF is going to be focusing on grassroots advocacy related to bi-partisan issues that would support fathers and families.  The Public Policy Agenda is a living document that will be used by OPNFF in this work.  An abridged version of the Agenda was published in the Fall 2006 OPNFF newsletter.  The Newsletter and the Public Policy Agenda are available on the OPNFF website, www.opnff.net  Muqit also mentioned a federal bill introduced recently by Senators Barack Obama and Evan Bayh, the Fatherhood and Healthy Families Act of 2006.  A summary is available on the OPNFF website.
Announcements and Resources:  
· Luis Vazquez of the Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative announced that the county received a five year 2.6 million grant from the federal government for their Strong Start for Cuyahoga’s Families program.  The program targets low income unwed expectant and new parents in Cuyahoga County.  It will launch in January of 2007.

· Empowerment Center – John Harvis Beys provided an overview of programs that offer job readiness, job search help, financial relief, food stamp assistance and other supportive services for low-income people.  Contact 216.432.4770 for more information.

· AIDS Funding Collaborative – Laureen Tews provided an overview of this public/private partnership which provides leadership, funding and support to strengthen the capacity iin NE Ohio to fight HIV/AIDs.  Contact Laureen, the Program Director at 216.781.2944 or ltews@communitysolutions.com for more information.

· Parenting in Separate Households – Mary Malloy is now offering her class for unmarried parents in 2 regular locations:  the County Planning Office, 323 W Lakeside, Room 400 and the Holiday Inn Independence, 8001 Rockside Road.  Call the Parenting Class Office at 216.261.2300 for class dates and registration.

Next Meeting:  Friday December 1, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Center for Families and Children hosted by Muqit Sabur

























































