Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #30 Notes:  August 4, 2006, 9:00 am to 11:30 noon at OSU Extension
Present:  Greg Johnson (Urban League), Rev Moore (Passages), Tammie Greer (CSEA), Kim O’Neal (CSEA), Barb Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Greg Siek (OSU Extension), Marissa Warrix (OSU Extension), Gwen Riase (EFS), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Nadine Champagne (UCIP-ASAP), Muqit Sabur (CFC), Christine Spikes (Bellflower), George Johnson (Eagle Wings), Roumel Bernardo (May Dugan), Arnell Hurt (EFS), Marvin Chappell (Options for Families and Youth), Marc Crosby (Just Like Us Enrichment), Mike Rush (OFY), Molly Mohan (CCS), Fred Knuckles (University Settlement), Tracey Mason (University Settlement), Alisa Smedley (Harvest Consulting), Rita Dent (Money Ladies Live), Anita Armstrong (North Coast Health Ministry), Max Rodas (Nueva Luz), Luis Vazquez (Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative), Sharyna Cloud (Adult Parole), Ron George (GOFBCI), Elle Adams (OSU Extension)

Prayer and Libation: Max Rodas delivered a prayer and Greg Johnson offered a libation to start the meeting.

Welcome:  Marisa Warrix welcomed the group on behalf of Jack Kerrigan and the OSU Extension staff.  A number of staff were present and displays about Extension programs were available around the room.  
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Just Like Us Enrichment:  Marc Crosby provided a brief presentation on the Just Like Us Enrichment program for returning ex-offenders.  The program has existed for 4 years and has been in a new building for 5 months.  The program networks in SE Cleveland and provides 1 on 1 assessment and support for male and female ex-offenders focusing on employment and other issues.  They collaborate with Passages, KeySource and CEOGC.  Job Placement is accomplished through relationships built with employers. Marc can be contacted at 216.283.5006 or justlikeus@sbcglobal.net
A lively and passionate discussion ensued about job placements for felons.  Reverend Moore of Passages and Marc Crosby both stated that no employer will “advertise” that they employ felons, so job placement can only be done through established nurtured relationships.  Romuel Bernardo of May Dugan commented that he has had success placing felons through staffing agencies.  
Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative:  Luis Vazquez, leader of the Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative provided a number of valuable updates on the initiative’s activities:
· TANF Fatherhood Programming – the Board of County Commissioners will voting on funding for 12 programs on August 10.  11 programs will receive continuing funding from fiscal year 2006 if approved:  JDC Advertising (Public Awareness), CSEA/Justice Affairs (Custody/Visitation Mediation), Mary Malloy (Co-Parenting program), Proyecto Luz (services for Latino fathers and networking with other agencies), South Pointe Hospital (educational health seminars), Rising Tide (fatherhood development and job training/placement), Andrews Consulting (evaluation/impact analysis), Neighborhood Centers Association (educational/recreational programs for fathers and children), Passages (job readiness), Domestic Violence Center (supervised visitation program), Center for Families and Children (Fathers and Families Together programming), Passages (father and son/daughter retreats).  One new program may be funded through the Cuyahoga County Board of Health, Preventing Premature Fatherhood, targeting teen males, ages 12-17 with healthy sexuality and pregnancy prevention messages.
· All county funded providers will be brought together to develop a continuum of care for low income fathers.

· New Office! – The Fatherhood Initiative will be moving to new offices on September 5th.  They will be located at 310 W. Lakeside, Suite 500 (Courthouse Square).  Luis Vazquez can be reached directly at 216.443.7297 and Al Grimes can be reached directly at 216.698.2869.  A new number will be announced for general contact.

· Federal Grant Proposals – Luis presented the Strong Start for Cuyahoga’s Families program concept.  The Fatherhood Initiative has requested 5 million dollars over 5 years to fund the initiative which would target unwed expectant and new parents in the City of Cleveland.  The program would be a comprehensive public/private partnership with over 20 partner agencies.  There would be 3 tracks:  one for noncustodial fathers, one for unwed couples who are parenting together and one for latino fathers and unwed couples.  The program design is attached to these minutes.

· Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative:  Luis provided a report on the Fathers Day weekend conference and zoo event.  110 people attended the Funders/Legislators Breakfast; 328 attended the Town Hall meeting; 328 attended the Fatherhood Luncheon; 16 fathers were honored at the luncheon along with DCFS; 50 organizations participated in the Resource Fair; all workshops were well attended and received positive feedback; and 2434 fathers and family members attended the zoo event (1048 were 11/under and 1386 were 12/over)
Evaluation of Conference:  A number of people offered evaluative comments and suggestions on how to improve the conference:
· Workshops:  All felt that the workshops were a good addition, but the 2nd set started late and were not as well attended as expected after the luncheon.  The child support workshops were a success and it was suggested that 2 be offered concurrently to deal with basic issues and more advanced technical issues.  

· Resource Fair:  The Wyndham offered a better setting for the Resource Fair

· Father Awards: a highlight and covered on TV; A powerpoint of photos is available and will be distributed; 

· Video:  the video was excellent but was difficult to view and hear during the luncheon

· Keynote:  all agreed that Clark Kellogg was excellent!

Relationship Skills Programming and the Fatherhood Movement:  Muqit Sabur started off this discussion by providing some background and an historical perspective on fatherhood and marriage.  The fatherhood initiative was born in the mid-1990’s in the Clinton Administration and quickly became a nationwide grass roots movement and attempt to reform the welfare system to engage and include fathers.  Federal policy shifted toward support of marriage when Bush was elected.  Fatherhood is still supported but primarily through marriage, often leaving unwed noncustodial fathers out…  Muqit also mentioned the Fragile Families research which has focused on low income unwed undereducated parents with children, http://www.fragilefamilies.princeton.edu/  The study has provided valuable perspective for both fatherhood and relationship skills work… 
Muqit’s offered his perspective that both men and women need to address their own personal developmental issues before or along with relationship work.  Thus he believes there is a place for both fatherhood work and relationship skills work, but fatherhood development needs to be addressed separately in distinct programs to be effective.  The Fathers and Families Together program addresses men where they find them.  The child is the customer and the program helps men see their role as a man, a father and a family member, all from the perspective of their child.  A healthy relationship with their parenting partner is encouraged.  Partners may be married, cohabiting or parenting cooperatively outside a romantic relationship.  
Next Meeting:  Friday October 6, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Domestic Violence Center, 3146 Scranton, hosted by Tim Boehnlein

























































