Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #36 Notes:  August 3, 2007, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at Nueva Luz Urban Resource Center
Present:  Barb Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Stephan Hawkins (Am Indian Ctr), Awilda Martinez, (CSEA), Laureen Tews Harbert (AIDS funding collaborative), Colleen Cross (Childrens Museum), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Elise Ellick (MetroHealth), E Clark Jr (Murtis Taylor), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Jim Bradford (CSEA), Eric Furst (CSEA), Marvin Chappell (Options for Families and Youth), Anita Armstrong (North Coast Health Ministry), Ed Magiste (Nueva Luz), Rev Dave Brewer (Nueva Luz), Tim Boehnlein (DVC), Jeff Griffiths (Hands On NEO), Cynthia Brown (Lexington Bell), Muqit Sabur (CFC), Luis Vazquez (HHS), Beverly Davis (KeyBank), Max Rodas (Nueva Luz), David Menke (Recovery Resources), Charmaine Pope (Strong Start), Anthony Adkisson (Planned Parenthood), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Pierre Godfrey (PEP), Twila Norris (Weed and Seed), Sharyna Cloud (Adult Parole), James Wingo (Global ECS), Donna Barton (Help Me Grow), Louisa Oliver (Heights Parent Center), Annie Lewis Wolfe (Starting Point), Al Grimes (Cuyahoga County), Anthony Malik (Passages), Rev Dr BA Moore (Passages), Kim Rodas (Nueva Luz)
Welcome:  Pastor Max Rodas welcomed the group on behalf of Nueva Luz and introduced his staff.  Nueva Luz began as Proyecto Luz in 1999 a faith based program serving HIV positive individuals.  As they did their work, they became increasingly aware of the connection between HIV and systemic poverty, thus expanded their services and renames themselves Nueva Luz in 2006.
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Scenarios USA:  Elise Ellick, a member of the Scenarios Advisory Board provided an overview of the Scenarios project, a film story contest for youth ages 12-22 that will take place this fall.  An informational flyer is attached.  The theme for the contest, “What’s the Real Deal about Maculinity” provides many opportunities for collaboration between HFC agencies and Scenarios.  Contest packets were mailed to interested agencies and individuals in early September.  For more information contact Kailyne Waters at 216.443.2030 or kailyne@scenariosusa.org
CSEA Drivers License Reinstatement Program:  Eric Furst and Jim Bradford presented information about the CSEA Drivers License Reinstatement Program which was offered during the month of August.  The program operated last year and resulted in the reinstatement of 800 licenses and the collection of $11 million in child support payments, thus benefitting both parties in the child support case.  Eleven counties are now following Cuyahoga’s lead and participating in the program.  Thirty-three licenses were reinstated on the first day of the program.  Two special caseworkers for the program are stationed in the CSEA lobby to expedite requests.  
Reverend Moore expressed concern about the treatment one of his program participants had received at the front desk.  He was denied access to his caseworker by the receptionist.  Luis Vazquez recommended the adoption of a customer relations specialist, a program that has worked well at Employment and Family Services.  All acknowledged that fathers often lack skills and experience in navigating public systems and that support was important.  Cynthia Brown recommended expanding the Drivers License program to the neighborhood service centers to parking and transportation to downtown would not be a barrier.  Eric Furst promised to follow-up on both recommendations.

WECO Fund:  Beverly Davis provided an overview of WECO’s IDA program which helps individuals save and matches their deposits up to $1500.  Beverly herself participated in the program and purchased a home.  For more information contact Char Thomas at 216.458.0250 or go to www.wecofund.com and click on the Save to Own program.
Heights Parent Center:  Louisa Oliver presented information on a new family literacy program that will be rolled out soon by the Heights Parent Center.  It will be open to any TANF eligible families in the County with children ages 3-5.  Parenting Education will be provided at GED sites and an interactive library will be available at child care sites.
Hands On NEO:  Jeff Griffiths, founder of the program gave a spirited overview of this volunteer management service.  The agency creates, manages and leads volunteer activites for area nonprofits.  Jeff noted that barriers exist for many people that want to volunteer so the program attempts to provide easy access for people who want to volunteer.  Jeff suggested that the best opportunities are evening and weekend recurring activities for a group of volunteers.  Contact Jeff to discuss needs at your agency, www.handsonneo.org
Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Conference:  The group discussed the June conference and provided the following comments:

· The Rocking Robots are great

· The letter-writing program was an excellent and moving new component

· Fathers and children appreciated the event

· More support for the voices of fathers and children at the conference

· The Jacob’s Field event reflected the diversity of the city

· Develop a brief 5 minute DVD to highlight the event highlights

· Many tickets were not claimed and went unused for the Baseball Game

· Involve the Healthy Fathering Collaborative more in planning

· Involve the “Story Corps” studio next year

· It is hard to get some fathers off of work – need a letter from the County inviting them to the luncheon to validate

· Quarterly events were suggested – the Browns training camp would be another possibility.

Al Grimes thanked everyone for their comments and their involvement in the Conference.

Agency Updates:
· Prevent Premature Fatherhood – Sandi Hoch is seeking new sites for the program which provides events, activities and education to prevent too early fathering.  The program targets boys ages, 10-17.  Contact Sandi at 216.201.2001 x 1341.
· Sharyna Cloud spoke about the Juvenile Justice Symposium on August 13 (Dr Moore spoke) and the bi-monthly Brown Bag sponsored by Adult Parole.

· The Childrens Museum hosted a Back to School Blast on August 17

· Word Mart at the Word Church is August 18

· Nueva Luz was featured in an article in their denomination magazine.  Pastor Rodas handed out copies to all.

· Kim Rodas suggested using graduate interns for program – Call Claudia Colson at CSU or Pat Britt at CWRU.

· The National Association of People with AIDS Conference was in Cleveland August 23-25

· On Wednesday September 26, the AIDS Funding Collaborative is sponsoring at training on AIDS and transgender issues.

· Pastor Rodas and Reverend Moore announced the “Black and Brown Dialogue” a program for Latino and African American fathers and sons.  The program will address the issue, “what does it mean to share this urban real estate”. 

· The Convencion 07, a gathering of Latinos will be October 13

· Strong Start announced a collaboration with Passages.  Passages will now be working specifically with ex-offenders involved with the Strong Start program.

· Saving Our Youth – a conference on Mental Health Issues in Adolescence is October 12.
· KeyBank offers financial literacy classes at the Urban Community School, 4909 Lorain, Wednesdays, 6-8 pm

2007 Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule: 
· Friday October 5 at Cuyahoga County Board of Health
· Friday December 7 at the Domestic Violence Center
All meetings will be 9:30 am to 12 noon.  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am.

























































