Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #28 Notes:  April 7, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Barbara Byrd-Bennett Conference Center, hosted by Cleveland Municipal School District
Present:  Mack Warren (DCFS), Rev Dr B A Moore (Passages), Luis Vazquez (County Fatherhood Initiative), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Kimberly Esper (Child Support Resolutions), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Pastor Max Rodas (Hispanic Community Services Coalition), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Mary Malloy (Parenting Class), Gwen Riase (EFS), Chuck Restivo (Career Gear), Richard Robinson (DCFS), Ron Shadd (CEOGC), Cecil Gamble (BRICK), kwa David Whitaker (Ashe), Jeff Saxon (Childrens Museum), Maggie Keenan (NCA), Shawn Harvey (Lexingon-Bell), Barb Galbincea (Plain Dealer), Molly Mohan (Community Solutions), Al Grimes (County Fatherhood Initiative), James Wingo (CMSD), Crystal Davis (CMSD), Rommel Bernardo (May Dugan), Darella Motley (Key Source), Deborah Benn (DVC), Greg Sanders (South Pointe), Greg Siek (OSU Extension), Marc Crosby (Just like us), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Chris Thomas (Passages), Arnell Hurt (DEFS), Muqit Sabur (CFC), Elizabeth Hilton (Cleveland Saves), Steve Killpack (Community Endeavors), Arnell Hurt (EFS) 
Opening: Max Rodas opened the meeting with a prayer.
Welcome:  James Wingo welcomed the group on behalf of the Cleveland Municipal School District and emphasized the District’s commitment to father involvement in education.  Mr Wingo’s number is 216.348.3654.
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.
Cleveland Saves:  Elizabeth Hilton, Executive Director of Cleveland Saves provided a presentation on the mission and services of her organization.  The mission is to help individuals build wealth and reduce debt.  It has existed since 1999 and now has its own 501(c)(3) status and a new organizational structure.  It provides basic savings, budgeting, debt reduction and credit management education.  Primary service population is 25-54 African American Women, but is looking to expand to new demographics.  Workshops are available for service agencies but a 3 week lead time is requested for scheduling.  Ideal group size is 20 and Spanish brochures are available.  HFC member Gwen Riase is a Cleveland Saves trainer.
Cleveland Childrens Museum:  Jeff Saxon of the Childrens Museum provided a presentation on the vision and programs of the museum.  It has been in existence for 20 years and provides hands on learning and play with strong caregiver/parental interaction.  The museum would like to work with HFC agencies and offered a 2 hour program for groups.  That would include a group introduction, 90 minutes of interaction with exhibits and a wrap-up.  It needs to be scheduled in advance and evenings are possible.  Contact Leland Merk for group scheduling.  Ideal childrens age is 3-6, but the museum focuses on 0-8.  The museum would only charge for kids if a group is scheduled.  There would be no charge for adults.
Supervised Visitation Program:  Deborah Benn of the Supervised Visitation Program at the Domestic Violence Center provided an overview of their program.  Referrals are accepted from the court, county and community programs.  Assessments are done with both parents and visits are monitored.  A fatherhood education class is also offered on Tuesday evenings – food is provided.  The Visitation Center is open Tuesday – Saturday and is located on Scranton in the old Central Catholic School.  Funding is now stable for the program.  
Cuyahoga County TANF programming:  Al Grimes and Luis Vazquez gave an overview of programs that are currently funded by the County Fatherhood Intiative with TANF funding.  All programs are funded through June 30, 2006 and all are expected to be refunded for the July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007.  Al and Luis noted that the County was working on ways to increase communication among the funded programs to provide coordinated services to the community.  A new TANF RFP is out and proposals are due April 21.  The scope of work for the RFP included many possibilities for fatherhood programming:  employment opportunities, parenting and support programs for non-custodial fathers and collaborations with Community Development Corporations (CDCs).  Luis Vazquez noted that although the county and community are fortunate to have TANF funds available for this purpose, it is not a stable funding source.  Evaluations should be built into programs to help validate services and secure future funding.
A number of participants commented on the need for employment opportunities for low income fathers and the difficulty of evaluating job placement programs when jobs are not available in the community.

Celebration of Fatherhood:  Plans for the Jun 16/17 Celebration of Fatherhood were shared and discussed.
Announcements and Collaborative Sharing:  
· Thursday April 20th:  Cleveland Clinic and Partnership for Prescription Assistance present CLIMB ABOARD 

· Thursdays April 20th and 27th:  CEOGC presents Healthy Fathers, Healthy Families Wellness Fairs 

· Wednesday April 26th:  Minority Men's Health Screenings presented by the Cleveland Clinic Minority Men's Health Center 

· Friday April 28th:  Columbus Health Department presents:  Father: The Often Forgotten Parent 

· Friday May 5th:  Ohio Domestic Violence Network presents:  Advocacy in Prevention, A Call to Men 

· Friday May 19th:  Prevent Child Abuse Ohio & OPNFF present:  Fatherhood Programs, Child Abuse Prevention and Family Formation 

· Thursday June 15:  Starting Point presents Working with Fathers of Children who have Special Needs 

· Friday and Saturday June 16&17:  Cuyahoga County Board of Commissioners present A Celebration of Fatherhood 

· June 23-25:  Passages presents 2nd Annual Father and Daughter Retreat 

· August 18-20:  Passages presents 6th Annual Father and Son Retreat
Kwa David Whitaker and Darella Motley announced a new collaboration to develop legal services to empower men through challenges they face in the legal system.  A presentation will be provided at the June 2 meeting of the HFC.
Next Meeting:  Friday June 2, 2006, 9:00 am to 11:30 noon at South Pointe Hospital.
