Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #27 Notes:  February 3, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Cuyahoga County Board of Health (www.ccbh.net)
Present:  Rommel (May Dugan), Tammie Greer (CSEA), Kim O’Neal (CSEA), Rev Dr B A Moore (Passages), Luis Vazquez (County Fatherhood Initiative), Barbara Frankos (Child Support Resolutions), Bob Farmerie (PEP), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), George Johnson (University Settlement), Steve Pevec (University Settlement), Pastor Max Rodas (Hispanic Community Services Coalition), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Derrick Pledger (Advanced Concepts), Mary Malloy (Parenting Class), Mike Holyko (FarWest), Gwen Riase (EFS), Ginger Heyneman (Options for Youth and Families), Vanessa Lee (Catholic Charities), Mike Falatach (CSEA), Chuck Restivo (Career Gear), Christine Spikes (Bellflower Center), Tanya Minnich (DCFS), Steve Killpack (Community Endeavors), Arnell Hurt (EFS) 
Opening: Reverend Moore opened the meeting with a prayer.
Welcome:  Sandi Hoch welcomed the group on behalf of the Board of Health.  She gave a brief overview of their programs as well as her program to train nursing staff at MetroHealth and Marymount Hospitals in father-inclusive practices.
Round of Introductions:  Meeting participants provided brief introductions.  
Latino Fatherhood Cultural Competency Program:  Pastor Max Rodas of the Hispanic Services Coordinating Council spoke about their new program aimed at enhancing the fatherhood function among Latino fathers.  The program will teach cultural competency, helping agencies engage and work effectively with Latino fathers.  The program is specifically designed for Healthy Fathering Collaborative agencies who are now or may work with Latino fathers.  
Max emphasized the need to address Latino fathers in context, which included their wife, girlfriend, children’s mother and children.  Thus the training will be relevant for female as well as male service providers.  The local Latino community is extremely concerned about increasing rates of out-of-wedlock births and homes headed by a single parent.  The local Latino population increased by 55% between 1990 and 2000 and is expected to increase by 75% between 2000 and 2010.  Pastor Rodas clarified that it is a mistake to confuse bilingualism with biculturalism, emphasizing that it helps but is not enough to have Spanish speaking staff within in agency.  It is also important that service providers are culturally competent with an understanding of Latino culture as well as the culture of poverty.  
A number of members of the collaborative emphasized the importance of the trainings and all were encouraged to participate.

Career Gear Program for HFC Agencies:  Chuck Restivo announced a new program to dress fathers served by all Healthy Fathering Collaborative agencies.  Career Gear is generously waiving their service fee for HFC member agencies.  Career Gear currently has an abundant inventory of casual clothing as well as formal suits and accessories.  The Career Gear store and service location is 9808 Madison.  Hours are Th, F and Saturday 10-4.  Clients are served M, T and Wednesday.  A flyer describing the referral process is attached.
SB 241 Ohio Fatherhood Commission Update:  Steve Killpack and Luis Vazquez briefed the group on the status of Senate Bill 241 which would appropriate funding for fatherhood programs and fund the Ohio Fatherhood Commission.  The Bill is currently in the Senate finance committee and is not being supported by the Taft administration.  Luis met with Senator Spada in an attempt to gain his endorsement of the bill.  Steve announced that the Ohio Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families has decided to focus their education efforts in this election year on the Ohio Governor’s campaign.

Deficit Reduction Act of 2005:  Steve briefed the group on the federal legislation which was passed in early February, appropriating $150 million a year for 5 years for fatherhood and marriage programming.  RFPs will be released this spring.  Efforts will be made to organize a local public/private proposal in response to the RFPs.  A report from CLASP (Center for Law and Social Policy) describing the legislation is attached.
Child Support: Pay It… If You Owe It!:  Derrick Pledger made an informative and entertaining presentation about his new book which educates parents on the inner-workings of the child support system.  For more information, see Derrick’s website, www.derrickpledger.com
CSEA Update:  Mike Falatach provided an update on a number of child support issues.  The Ohio Legislature has passed House Bill 136 which authorized interest to be charged on arrearages which will result in growing arrearage debt.  The bill also removes the time limit that fathers have on challenging paternity.  Mike also announced that the state is considering an arrearage management program which would allow the state to forgive a portion of arrears owed to the state in some situations.  A pilot of the program has not yet been announced.  

Mike also informed the group of an effort within the Cuyahoga Support Enforcement Agency to help incarcerated fathers.  The agency will try to reduce support orders for incarcerated fathers within the first 3 months of incarceration, to prevent the buildup of arrearages.  The program will work at Grafton and Richland institutions.  Reverend Moore recommended that the program target Lorain as well since most inmates go their first before being sent to another institution.
Including Fathers Committee at DCFS:  Tanya Minnich is representing the DCFS Including Fathers Committee at Healthy Fathering Collaborative meetings.  The committee is focusing on engaging and involving fathers in all DCFS cases and promoting father awareness within the agency.  DCFS hosted an extremely successful Fatherhood Fair at Friendly Inn on Wednesday February 22nd.  
Announcements and Collaborative Sharing:  
· Sandi Hoch announced that she and Muqit Sabur would be speaking at a nursing conference on May 5th and that Invest In Children was planning a universal Pre-K event on Fathers Day.

· Steve Pevec shared an inspiring story about the University Settlement fatherhood group which will trade labor for use of the camp facility at Camp Mueller.  Steve also described his recent speech to 100 men at Grafton prison.  The inmates requested a healthy fathering program in the prison.
· Gwen Riase recommended the Habitat for Humanity story at 69th and Union.  The store is a re-sale shop and is open Saturday mornings.  They also have a tool loan program.

· Arnell Hurt announced that EFS is switching to a debit card system for food stamp benefits on march 3rd.  The cards will be able to be used in other states.

· Mary Malloy announced the schedule for her Parenting in Separate Households class.  The class will be offered 2-3 times per month between Feb and June.  Mary is also offering her class at the Women’s Pre-Release Center.

· Reverend Moore briefed the group on Passages’ Job Readiness program.  Jobs are available for TANF eligible fathers.

Next Meeting:  Friday April 7, 2006, 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Cleveland Municipal School District, 1380 East 6th Street.  
