Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #48 Notes:  October 2, 2009; 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at the Domestic Violence Center
Present:   Tim Boehnlein (DVC), Susan Organiscak (DJA Office of Mediation), Molly Breninghouse (Cuyahoga County Probation), Gwen Riase (US Wealth School), Christine Spikes (Bellflower), Nadia Brahim (Help Me Grow), Lorenzo Lewis (Fathers for Families and Friends), Albert Hardin (AHD & P), Sandra Redmond (Childrens Museum), Christie Manning (Family Support Consortium), Deborah Benn (DVC), Anthony Sharaba (CSEA), Mike Falatach (CSEA), Rev Dr BA Moore (Passages), Stephan Hawkins (Options for Families and Youth), Chuck Restivo (Suited for Men), Muqit Sabur (CFFD), Joan Kitis (CCBH), Carol Bostic (CCBH), Margaret Nielsen (Euclid HS GRADS), Bob Farmerie (Euclid GRADS), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), Acquanetta Wright (Beechbrook), Ismail Douglas (CMSD Safe and Drug Free Schools), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Linda Waller (Just Like Us), Al Grimes (Fatherhood Initiative), Tammie Greer (CSEA), Christian Tobin (Strong Start)
Welcome and Introductions:  Tim Boehnlein welcomed the group on behalf of the Domestic Violence Center.  October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month and Tim described the Purple Lights Nights Campaign that DVC is promoting for the issue.  The agency also hosts a fundraising luncheon during the month.  
A round of introductions followed…

Agency Updates, Announcement and Shameless Plugs: Many timely updates and announcements were shared and emailed to the HFC mailing list and posted on the website following the meeting. 

Gwen Raise spoke about her new nonprofit venture, Financial Education Now! which provides workshops, staff trainings and direct 1 on 1 work with clients around financial education topics.  Gwen also has a for profit arm for the same work, called US Wealth School.

Nadia Brahim reviewed the changes in Help Me Grow after the 40% funding cut beginning July 1.  Eligibility for at-risk family services is now tighter.  Families must be first time parents, expecting or with a baby up to 6 months old, and 200% of poverty or under.  Then they must have at least 2 risk factors.  Call 216.736.4300 for intake information.

The Greater Cleveland Family Support Consortium announced a 6 week parenting class in Lakewood.  They also host play and learning sessions at all three of their sites, the Lakewood Family Room, Heights Parent Center and Family Connections (formerly Shaker Family Center).  Many dads attend these sessions.  Family Connections offers a sessions just for fathers and children ages 3-5 called Make Room for DADDY on Saturday mornings, 9a to 11a.
MomsFirst announced that the Infant Mortality Awareness Month activities were a success and were attended by many fathers.  400 people attended 8 events, with 200 attending the Merrick House event.

Carol Bostic of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health announced that free HIV testing was available at the Parma CCBH site, 5550 Venture Drive.
Christian Tobin of Strong Start announced that the program served 156 couples in its third year, exceeding its federal benchmark.

Tim Boehnlein gave a summary report on the Teen Dating Violence Focus Groups hosted by DVC.  Contact Tim for a copy of the report.

I Raise Minds: Albert Hardin described his service which focuses on building a “brand” to help raise funds for nonprofits and father entrepreneurs.
Cuyahoga County Probation Department: Molly Breninghouse provided an excellent overview of the Department’s work and explained that they recently received funding from the State of Ohio for Community Corrections to focus on individuals who have felony nonsupport convictions for failing to pay child support.  The Department released an RFP for a fatherhood curriculum service provider for the program and will soon begin providing enhanced services to this population with the goals of reducing imprisonment, increasing child support collections, increasing employment and a successful probation.
CSEA Update: Tony Sharaba and Mike Falatach provided a brief update.  They emphasized how important it is for the agency to have correct addresses for obligors as critical notices are sent by mail.  The best way to update an address is to go to the office in person and provide a photo ID.  Default notices are sent by mail 30 days after someone is late with payments.  The notice is the first step in triggering enforcement activities, including the suspension of drivers licenses.
Mike shared a packet of the information that is sent to obligors who are in default and in danger of losing their drivers license.  Practitioners were encouraged to help their clients understand and navigate this process.

Fathers Walk: Al Grimes and Dr Moore presented information on the Fathers Walk.  40 schools participated in the County providing events and breakfasts for fathers.  There was some good media coverage for the event.  Lorenzo Lewis reported on the successful event at a Twinsburg school that attracted 500 fathers.
Mentoring with Excellence:  Ismail Douglas described his program, which is provided through  the Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools at the Cleveland Metropolitan School District.  Ismail uses the arts and cultural presentations to transform the lives of its program participants.  Ismail provided an inspiring presentation to the group to demonstrate how he works with youth.  He can be reached at 216.926.5908.

Funding Opportunities:  Steve Killpack provided information on the status of the Ohio Fatherhood Initiative RFP and the National Fatherhood Initiative Capacity Building RFP.  Al Grimes announced the timetable for the Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative RFP which is due to be released on October 19th.  The program will fund father-specific programs in Cuyahoga County in 2010.
Legislative Update:  Steve Killpack provided a quick update on the status of the Sentencing Reform legislation in Ohio and the federal Responsible Fatherhood and Healthy Families Act.
Preferred Vendor List:  Steve Killpack and Reverend Moore of Passages announced that they intended to develop a “Preferred Vendor List” of small businesses and entrepreneurs who provide services that may be utilized by member agencies of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative and others.  The list will be posted on the Healthy Fathering Collaborative website.

Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule:  The final meeting of 2009 will be held Friday December 4th at the Cuyahoga County Board of Health, 5550 Venture Drive, 9:30 am to 12 noon.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 am.

























































