Healthy Fathering Collaborative

 sponsored by Community Endeavors Foundation, Inc.
Meeting #43 Notes:  February 6, 2009; 9:30 am to 12:00 noon at Passages
Present:  Stephan Hawkins (OFY), Dr Moore (Passages), Tim Boehnlein (DVC), Karen Tatter (MetroHealth), Vanessa Beard (CCBH), Christian Tobin (Strong Start), Bob Farmerie (Euclid GRADS), Margaret Nielsen (Euclid GRADS), Sandi Hoch (CCBH), Donna Barton (HMG), Laureen Tews Harbert (Community Solutions), Tonya Minich (DCFS), Aldonis Grimes (County Fatherhood Initiative), Max Rodas (Nueva Luz), Andy Calladine (CFC), Chuck Restivo (Suited for Men), Maurice Stevens (Urban League), Michael Falatach (CSEA), Barbara Pensgen (Child Support Resolutions), Tim Peyton (MomsFirst), James B Wingo (Global ECS), Deborah Benn (DVC), Nell Price (WSEM), Melissa Federman (Community Solutions), Lorenzo Lewis (F3EC), Donald Lykes (Fathers and Sons of NE Ohio), Darryl Williams (CEEC), Muqit Sabur (CFFD), Blanca Figueroa (May Dugan), Winston Gregg (city of Cleveland), Marc Crosby (Just Like Us), Paul Bounds (Towards Employment), Linda Waller (Just Like Us), Frederick Knuckles (university Settlement), Colleen McNamara (Lakewood Collab), Tiara Moore (May Dugan Center), Blanca Figueroa (May Dugan), Eugene Norris (Summit County Fatherhood), Luis Vazquez (Office of Reentry)
Welcome:  Reverend Dr B A Moore, an original member of the Healthy Fathering Collaborative dating back to August of 2001, welcomed the group and emphasized the importance of the collaborative to grass roots agencies.
Agency Updates, Announcement and Shameless Plugs:  the timely announcements were all distributed by email following the meeting.
· Tonya Minich announced that the annual DCFS Fatherhood Service Provider Fair would be Wednesday April 22nd at DCFS.  Contact Tom Mather to reserve a table for your agency.

· The Ohio Commission on Fatherhood and the Cuyahoga County Fatherhood Initiative will be collaborating on a 4 day Summit and Event in June.

· DVC is doing a number of special activities in February for Teen Dating Violence Awareness Week.

· Nueva Luz is hosting a conversation on Sexuality and Religion on April 16th.  Contact Max Rodas for more information, 216.857.0556.

· Clair’s Law – a statewide Shaken Baby Syndrome statute has been passed.  SBS information will be distributed for free through public health departments.

· Stephan Hawkins asked for speakers for the Team for Teens Program.

· Donna Barton announced that the state was making major changes to the Help Me Grow program and will be announcing them throughout the spring.

· Dr Moore shared the latest edition of  Fatherhood Perspective Magazine.

Euclid GRADS Dads: Margaret Nielsen, the lead teacher for the Euclid High School GRADS program shared information about the inschool program model for pregnant and parenting teens.  The program is state funded and Margaret has taught for 17 years.  It is also at Cleveland Heights, Shaw, Warrensville, Maple Heights, Collinwood and JFK High Schools.  Bob Farmerie is providing specialized group and individual programming for the fathers with the goal of graduating high school and seeing the baby at least once a week.  the program functions as a mentoring program, meeting the young fathers where they are.  The work goes well beyond condoms to relationships, commitment and mentoring.  
CMSD Responsible Sexual Behavior Program:  Laureen Tews Harbart of the AIDS Funding Collaborative reviewed the evaluation of the CMSD program.  The full evaluation is available on the AFC website, along with briefs for different populations: stakeholders, students, parents, teachers.  The K-12 curriculum started in the fall of 2006 and provides age appropriate evidence based curricula.  Overviews of curricula are available on the CMSD website – search for “Responsible Sexual Behavior”.

Cuyahoga County Reentry Pilot: Andy Calladine provided an engaging historical overview of the Center for Families and Children Reentry Pilot, which evolved out of the Greater Cleveland Reentry Strategy.  All appreciated the historical account.

Legislative Update:  Mike Falatach, Steve Killpack, Dr Moore and others reviewed various pending policy issues: the Second Chance Act, the DRC-OCS Workgroup recommendations, Child Support Guidelines, HB 130 and Sentencing Reform.  The April meeting will explore these issues in more detail.
Legislative Update:  Steve Killpack, Dr Moore and others provided updates on the child support guidelines council, the DRC-OCS workgroup and the DRC initiative to divert felony child support offenders and keep them in their communities.  The House and Senate seemed to be on the verge of passing HB 130, a comprehensive reentry bill.  This in fact happened before the end of 2008.
2009 Healthy Fathering Collaborative meeting schedule: 

· Friday April 3rd at the Urban League

· Friday June 5th at the May Dugan Center

· Friday August 7th – location TBA

· Friday October 2nd at DVC

· Friday December 4th at CCBH
All meetings will be 9:30 am to 12 noon.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am.

























































